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‘The pronounced art-movement 
‘of the present day has expressed itself 
clearly in the establishment of the | 

United Crafts: acompany of designers | ` 
and workmen which has been recently | 
formed for the production of household | 
furnishings. — 

- Upon entering the Company, 
each member pledges himself to do all 
that lies in his power to further the 
interests of sound craftsmanship and 
good art. 

The United Crafts are working 

for the improvement of construction, form and color 

in all that pertains to the furnishings of town and 


county houses, -Their belief ts that an American 
School of Art must be established by the people for 
the people, and that every product of skill should be 
a source of pleasure as well to the maker as to the 


= Their object is to substitute the 
luxury of taste for the luxury of costliness; to teach 
that beauty does not imply elaboration or ornament; 
to show that simplicity, individuality and the dignity 
which comes of them are demanded in the 
interests alike of practicality and of art. 

2 Тһе United Crafts 
designs in cabinet-making are best ce- 
sctibed as primitive ideas. That is: forms 
which would naturally suggest themselves 
to the first builders of tables, 
chairs, cupboards, beds and 
benehes, In these designs, 
usefulness, adaptability to 
place, and the aesthetic ef- 
fect more or less dependent — š 
upon these primary considerations, are 
the only aims sought. Imitation is 
wholly set aside, and such resemblances 
to historic styles as may be traced, result 
from the necessities of the structural idea. 

The United Crafts desire to aid 
іо creating art-conditions similar to these | 


constructive feature. 

firm principle of 
the Company is that no ar- 
ticle should be admitted to 
the household, which literally does not 
earn its living; that is: render an actual 
and important service to some member 
of the family. For this reason, no 
“stylish pieces” are made in the United 
Crafts Workshops, but rather only those 
articles which serve purposes of convenience, health and 
beauty. The list is consequently composed of tables, 
settles, smaller seats, benches, large and small chairs, 
bookcases, cupboards and cabinets, flower-stands, desks, 
writing, work and dining tables, chests of drawers, 
washstands and bedsteads: all constructed upon the 
most simple principles, and, therefore, presenting a 
perfect unity in design and effect. 

The materials used in construction 
of these articles are not chosen for their rarity and cost, 
but largely for their possibilities of beauty. The value 
thus results, in great measure, from the labor expended, | 
and from the intelligence of the workman, who does all 
that he can to develop the suggestions contained in the 
material itself. The artistic treatment of woods in the 
United Crafts Workshops is the result of long and close 
experiments aiming to aid, repeat and further the pro- 
cesses of nature, And the colors given to native pro- 
ducts are such as meet the eye in places where time and 
exposure have produced “accidents” of tone and shade. 
Accessory materials are treated with equal success; not- 
ably different feathers, which rival the old 
Cordovan products, and which play an impor- 
tant part in the general scheme of design and 
color. Still another point of solicitude is the 
soft, dull finish which is given to all material, 
with the view thatit may harmonize with the 
subtlety and suavity of line characteristic of 
all the forms employed. 
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An examination of the exhibit 


of the United Crafts will convince the critic that 
the Company fulfils its avowed purpose of pro- 
ducing no article which it shall degrade a man 
either to make or to sell. 


